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SUB J : DEVELOPMENT MINISTER CRITICIZES SURINAM AID COMMITTEE 

REF: PARAMARIBO 141 

1 . THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE DUTCH ANDTHE SURINAMESE REPORTED 
BY EMBASSY PARAMARIBO SURFACED IN THE DUTCH PRESS ON FEBRUARY 16. 

A NEWSPAPER REVEALED THAT DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION MINISTER DE 
KONING IN A CONFIDENTIAL NOTE TO THE SECOND CHAMBER AND IN 
CLOSEDHEARINGS CRITICIZED THE MIED DUTCH-SURINAMESE DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION COMMITEE WHICH RECENTLY BROKE UP ITS NINTH MEETINGS 
IN PARAMARIBO IN DISAGREMENT . DE KONING REPORTEDLY SAID 

THE COMMITEE HAD FUNCTIONED BADLY AND NOT FULFILLED ALL ITS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TASKS. (THE COMMITTEE COMPOSED OF THREE DUTCH FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIALS AND THREE SURINAMESE, IS REQUIRED TO IUDGE PROJECTS 
AND PROGRAMS PROPOSED BY THE SURINAMESE GOVERNMENT BY THE STANDARDS 
OF THE MULTI-ANNUAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION PROGRAM BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES.) 

2. DE KONING ALSO IS SAID TO HAVE ATTRIBUTED THE COMMITTEE'S 
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FAILURE TO ITS HAVING DEVOTED TOO MUCH TIME TO POLITICAL 
DISCUSSION AND TO THE SURINAMESE MEMBERS HAVING GIVEN TOO SUB- 
JECTIVE AN INTERPRETATION TO THE COMMITEE'S TASKS. THE RELEVANT 
PROJECT DOCUMENTATION WAS OFTEN INCOMPLETE AND SUBMITTED MUCH 
LATER THAN HAD BEEN AGREED. MOREOVER, A LARGE NUMBER OF RECOMMEN- 
DATIONS TO THE SURINAMESE GOVERNMENT HAD NOT BEEN IMPLEMENTED 
AT ALL OR ONLY IN PART. 

3. DE KONING, WHO IS GOING TO SURINAM IN THE SECOND WEEK OFMARCH, 

WAS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID FURTHER TALKS WITH THE SURINAMESE 
GOVERNMENT ARE NECESSARY TO REACH AGREEMENT ON A NUMBER OF POINTS. 

4. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY PRESS OFFICE DECLINED TO COMMENT ON 

THE NEWSPAPERREPORTS, BUT EMBASSY CONTACTS CONFIRM THAT DE KONING 
IS UNHAPPY WITH THE WAY AID TO SURINAM IS BEING ADMINISTERED. 

BROWN 
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